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of its debts, which will take up about 60 percent of her 
export earnings. Mr Obeng added that there is the need 
to take a closer look at Africa's debt problem, as pro- 


posed by the OAU. 


Apart from economic questions, the discussions were on 
international political issues, especially southern Africa. 
The PNDC chairman informed the secretary general of 
Ghana's position on apartheid, and the strength of 
feeling in Ghana on South Africa's destabilization activ: 
ities in Mozambique and Angola in particular. 


The secretary general on his part restated the UN posi- 
tion. He said the overwhelming majority of member 
states have expressed their abhorrence to apartheid and 
support the call for more sanctions. His own position is 
that apartheid is unacceptable both as a concept and asa 
practice. 


On Central America, Chairman Rawlings stressed the 
need to check the violation of the sovereignty of small 
states. 


Ghana's participation in UNIFIL [UN Force in Leba- 
non} was also discussed. The secretary general was 
assured of Ghana's continued readiness to take part in 
UN peace-keeping operations. Mr Perez de Cuellar paid 
glowing tribute to Ghanaian soldiers and their peace- 
keeping role in southern Lebanon. 


Ivory Coast 


Indian Commerce Minister Meets With Houphouet 
AB052155 Abidjan Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 5 Feb 88 


[Text] The president of the Republic this evening 
received at his private residence in Cocody Mr M. 
Arunachalam, the Indian minister of commerce and 
industry. Here is what he said after the audience: 


[Begin recording in English fading into French transla- 
tion] We have come here to explain our experience for 
the past 40 years and we are prepared to share our 
experience and technology with your great country. The 
president was kind enough to tell us that very soon an 
Ivorian embassy will be opened in India. We intend to 
establish a tractor manufacturing unit in this country. 
This unit will be followed later by 40 other units. We are 
ready to import from Ivory Coast large quantities of 
palm oil, cashew nuts, and other products. [end record- 


ing] 


PRC Trade Union Delegation Concludes Visit 
AB101026 Abidjan Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 9 Feb 88 


[Text] The delegation of the All-China Federation of 
Trade Unions currently on a more than |-week-long visit 
to our country will leave Abidjan this evening. During its 
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slay, the Chinese delegation met with political author 
ties and held working sessions with members of the 
executive committee of the UGTCI, the General Union 
of Ivory Coast Workers, At the end of the visit, the two 
trade unions decided to further develop the economic 
cooperation between China and our country, as well as to 
sirengthen the cooperation between the two trade 
unions. The PRC delegation also promised to send 50 
sewing machines to the UGTCI as part of their support 
to a sewing school to be built by our trade unionists. 


Before leaving, the Chinese delegation was received in 
the aflernoon by Minister of State Camille Alliali. The 
head of the delegation, Mr Luo Gan, vice chairman of 
the All-China Federation of Trade Unions and member 
of the Central Committee of the CPC, told newsmen that 
Ivory Coast is a hospitable country, 


Begin recording in Mandarin fading into French trans- 
ation] | was very much impressed with the important 
place your government gave to the national economy 
after the independence of your country and under the 
leadership of President Houphouet-Boigny. Thanks to 
this economic policy, the standard of living of the 
Ivorian people has remarkably improved and the results 
of economic development are obvious. | know that the 
Ivorian people will win more battles under the leadership 
of President Houphouet-Boigny in the field of economic 
development. | will extend the expression of friendship 
of the Ivorian people to the Chinese people. | was also 
impressed with the important role played by the UGTCI 
in the political, economic, and social life of the country. 
The UGTCI works hand in hand with the government to 
development the national economy and defend the 
workers’ rights. The UGTCI has also initiated very 
useful projects which deserve our attention. after this 
visit we are willing to further develop the bonds of 
friendship and cooperation with the UGTCI through 
concrete action. [end recording} 


Liberia 


Commerce Minister Cited on Commodity Price Rises 
AB060711 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 5 Feb 88 


[Text] Commerce Minister Da\ id Farhat said that his 
ministry was finding it difficult to control the prices of 
commodities on the Liberian market in the wake of 
foreign exchange shortages in the country. He said 
although the Commerce Ministry has regulations gov- 
erning prices in the country and has recently set up a 
committee to look into the increase in the prices of some 
goods on the market, he could not say why the hike in 
prices, adding: Go and ask the business people. 


Minister Farhat was speaking today when the LIBE- 
RIAN NEWS AGENCY called on him for the ministry's 
position regarding mounting concerns raised by legisla- 
tors and private citizens on the increase on the prices of 
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commodities on the Liberian market, Yesterday, a Libe- 
rian businesswoman, Mrs Berthe Nyawuie, capressed 
concern over what she referred to as the daily arbitrary 
increase in the prices of consumer goods on the market. 
Mrs Nyawuie, who is also a senior supervisor at the 
Unity Conference Center, cited instances when she pur- 
chased a truck load of soap previously cons $25 for 
$42 and a carton of milk formerly sold at $19 for $22. 
She said when she asked the merchants why the sudden 
increase in the prices of goods, they blame it on the lack 
of foreign exchange in the country. Mrs Nyawuie, how- 
ever, observed that the Liberian dollar has been on the 
market for more than 2 years, but she added: We have 
never experienced this type of thing until now. 


Mali 


Trade Union Late Pay, Rice Price Hike 
AB091901] Paris AFP in French 1322 GMT 9 Feb 88 


Vie. Bamako, 9 Feb (AFP)—Malian Prime Minister 
amadou Dembele yesterday met with the representa- 
tives of the National Union of Malian Workers 
(UNTM—sole trade union) to find solutions to the 
deteriorating social climate in the country due to persis- 
tent delays in the payment of the civil servants’ salaries 
and the shortage of rice which resulted in a considerable 
increase in the price of this grain. 


According to trade union sources, this situation has 
aggravated the discontentment of the workers some of 
whom, notably in Koulikoro (south of Bamako), went on 
strike in certain industrial units in support of their 
demand for the payment of salaries. On the other hand, 
according to the same sources, teachers have issued a 
strike warning for the same reasons. 


At the end of the meeting with the prime minister, 
Bakary Karambe, secretary general of the UNTM, stated 
that the union had proposed to the government urgent 
solutions for the payment of salaries. He deplored the 
increase in the price of rice at this time of late payment 
of salaries and expressed the belief that this increase 
could result in a general revolt. “If people have nothing 
to eat, we are going to go down into the shops and take 
what we need for ourselves,” he said. However, he ruled 
Out this last resort saying that he had been reassured by 
> prime minister that satisfactory measures will be 
en. 


Nigeria 


of Joint Projects With EEC Reviewed 
AB051747 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 5 Feb 88 


[Text] The implementation of a number of joint projects 
by Nigeria and the EEC under the Lome Convention are 
being reviewed. This is with a view to finding ways of 
funding some of the projects which are being implement- 
ed. The head of division of EEC for West Africa, Mr 
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(Michael Ledier), disclosed this at a news conference in 
Lagos today, According to him, the commission in the 
next few months will be expected to approve financial 
support programs under the Lome II and Ill Conven- 
tions estimated at about N800 million. The community 
noted that it had been invited by the Federal Govern- 
ment to participate in the financing of a rural develop- 
ment scheme in Bornu State. 


Law on pany | of I1l-Gotten * Slated 
AB091708 Lagos estic Service in English 
1200 GMT 9 Feb 88 


[Excerpt] The Federal Government is to enact a law that 
will facilitate the recovery of ill-gotten property. The 
attorney general of the federation and minister of justice, 
Prince Bola Ajibola, disclosed this in Lagos while brief- 
ing newsmen on a number of activities to be tackled by 
his ministry this year. He said that the activities would 
also include bills on law development which seeks to 
reform the nation’s law for the past 27 years. [passage 
omitted] 


Yellow Fever Kills 480 in Oyo State in 1987 
ABO070923 Paris AFP in French 0714 GMT 7 Feb 88 


{Text} Lagos, 7 Feb (AFP)—The outbreak of yellow 
fever, which hit Oyo State (southwest Nigeria) last year, 
killed 480 persons, according to official Nigerian figures. 
(2According to) Dr Olu Alabi, state commissioner for 
health, out of 34 cases of cerebrospinal meningitis dis- 
ease detected in the state, 6 died of the disease. 


The state government last year set up task forces to deal 
with cases of cholera, yellow fever, and cerebrospinal 
meningitis. 


Senegal 
Further on Presidential, Legislative Campaigns 


MRDN Alleges Diouf ‘Mismanagement’ 
ry ey 735 Dakar PANA in English 1625 GMT 
8 Feb 8 


[Text] Dakar, 8 Feb [APS-SEN/PANA]}—The leader of 
the Revolutionary Movement for a New Democracy 
(AJ/MRDN), Mr Landing Savane, on Sunday [7 Febru- 
ary] accused the present Senegalese government of mis- 
management of the country’s affairs. Addressing his 
party supporters at Pikine in Dakar on Sunday, the first 
day for the Senegalese presidential campaigns, Mr 
Savane said Senegal’s debt had risen from 200 billion to 
1,000 billion CFA francs during the last seven years of 
President Abdou Diouf without any positive results for 
the Senegalese people. He announced that he was stand- 
ing as a presidential candidate on an 18-point pro- 
gramme whose summed up as “all conscious people will 
at a certai * moment rise to refuse domination and fate 
and assume their own destiny”. [sentence as received] 
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He said the AJ/MRDN was putting the proposals and its 
candidate before workers, peasants, and patriotic and 
democratic intellectuals. 


PLP Candidate Begins C 
ryny ee Dakar PANA in English 1636 GMT 


{Text} Dakar, 8 Feb (APS-SEN/PANA)—The presiden- 
tial candidate of the People's Liberation Party (PLP) in 
the forthcoming Se presidential elections, Mr 
Babacar Niang, opened his campaign in Dakar on Sun- 
day [7 February] by declaring that his party would say 
“nothing but the truth.” 


Mr Niang told his supporters that in November 1984, he 
had warned Senegalese people not to vote for Socialist 
Party [PS] candidates in the municipal elections. “l 
wa you that if you vote for the PS, it will increase the 
prices of basic items soon after the elections. What | 
predicted was confirmed in November 1985 when the 
prices of rice, oil and fuel were increased.” 


Earlier on, several members of the PLP Political Bureau 
had urged the PLP su not to resort to violence 
during the campaigns for the elections due to be held on 
28 February. The bureau members had also denounced 
the government's housing policy, saying it ignored cer- 
tain traditions. 


C ‘Incident’ in Thies 
ABO091815 Dakar PANA in French 1345 GMT 9 Feb 88 


{Text} Thies, 9 Feb (APS-SEN/PANA)—The first distur- 
nces in the organization of the electoral campaign for 
the election of a president of the Republic and 120 
members of the National Assembly, which opened on 7 
February throughout Senegal, took place in Thies, where 
fighting occurred in a voting card distribution center, 
resulting in the injury of a Socialist Party (PS—the ruling 
party) supporter. The incident occurred this morning at 
the Leopold Senghor Cultural Center which was being 
used as the center for the card distribution commission. 


According to the first reports by the governor of the 
region, who had been contacted by telephone by the local 
SENEGAL PRESS AGENCY “APS” correspondent, the 
injured PS supporter, Mr Yandougou Bilatre, 56, a 
retired railway worker, was “attacked by supporters of 
the opposition” chanting the slogan “‘sopi” (change). Mr 
Abdoulaye Wade’s Senegalese Democratic Party (PDS), 
was immediately held suspect. However, several hours 
after the incidents it was still impossible to determine the 
identity of the attackers. 


The fighting reportedly started after the commission's 
chairman refused to meet a request from a delegate of 
the opposition. The delegate had requested that each 
card in stock be checked at the beginning and at the end 
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of each morning and afternoon working shift, However, 
such a provision is not included in the electoral code 
which organizes all registration operations on the elec- 
toral list. 


The governor, who is the highest administrative author- 
ity in the constituency, thought thal, taking into account 
the precedents, “the law was broken.”’ He pointed out 
that at this juncture he would exercise his prerogatives. 
The commissioner of police concurred. He receives 
orders from the governor, it was stated. Furthermore, it 
was reported that the center where the incident took 
place had suspended its operations. Its members felt that 
they “were not secure enough” to continue the work. 


Thies, which is the second largest Senegalese urban 
center after Dakar, the capital, 70 miles away, is thought 
to be a key town in the upcoming elections. A workers’ 
residential town in the strict sense of the word, (the Thies 
region houses a few extraction industries as well as the 
“brain” and “heart” of the a Railroad Compa- 
ny), this municipality of about 200,000 inhabitants is the 
theater of political rivalries among various parties. The 
primary parties, the PS and the PDS, each claim to 
“control” the electorate in the town and its environs. 


Finally, observers on the spot have noted that each side 
(opposition and majority) has set up its own action 
committees and each of them is trying to ensure its own 
protection and that of its supporters. On the other hand, 
it was reported that the rally that the Senegalese Demo- 
cratic Party-Renovation (PDS-R) was scheduled to hold 
yesterday in Sam Contor (department of Mbacke where 
the population is essentially composed of Mourides) 
could not take place because the village chief decided 
that in conformity with the “Ndiguel” [no further expla- 
nation given], only the PS and Abdou Diouf are allowed 
to hold public meetings there. Serigne Modou Khary 
Mbacke, who is a marabout and at the same time the PS 
political officer for Sam, says he wants to “adhere 
strictly” to the recommendations of the khalif general of 
the Mourides (one of the two principal Muslim brother- 
hoods of the country), and does not want to hear about 
anybody other than the incumbent president of the 
Republic or a delegate of his party for which a massive 
vote has been recommen ded by the spiritual guide of the 
community, Cheikh Abdoul Ahad Mbacke. 


The PDS-R, which is participating only in the legislative 
elections, has called on its members to vote for Diouf in 
the presidential elections on 28 February. This party 
emerged from the crisis that shook Mr Abdoulaye 
Wade’s PDS in 1984. The founder of PDS-R, Mr Serigne 
Diop, an outgoing member of parliament who was 
elected on the ticket of his former party, is, however, 
considered a “personal friend” of the man who has just 
refused to allow him to organize a rally in his village. 
Almost all the parties have nonetheless planned public 
meetings in Mbacke Disirict during the electoral com- 


paign. 
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Sierra Leone 
Talks Held With DPRK Officials on lies 
ABOB1728 Paris AFP in French 1346 GMT & Feb 88 


(Text) Freetown, 8 Feb (AFP)}—Two DPRK officials 
including [Pyongyang] Vice Chairman Yi Tuk-yop today 
began ations for the improvement of relations 
between the municipalities of Pyongyang and Freetown. 
This DPRK visit is the first of its kind since the 
Freetown government condemned the act “of sabotage 
and terrorism” that led to the death of 115 passengers 
and the crew of a South Korean airplane in which a 
bomb was planted. It will, however, be recalled that the 
Sierra Leonean text did not make any specific reference 
» & DPRK. Bilateral relations are good, observers 


Between 1974 and 1978, Pyongyang built the Freetown 
townhall free of charge. DPRK recently proposed the 
construction of a hydroelectric project in President 
Joseph Momoh's hometown, Binkolo. This dam will 
= electricity to the neighboring villages beginning 
in 
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Petroleum Arrives From Abidjan; ‘Crisis’ Averted 
ryryy Paris AFP in English 1410 GM1 
9 Feb 88 


[Text] Freetown, Feb 9 (AFP)—A consignment of 1,200 
metric tons of refined petroleum arrived here Tuesday [9 
February] from Abidjan to avert a pending petroleum 
crisis that threatened to grip Sierra Leone after more 
than four months of interrupted supply from Nigeria. 
Signs of a possible fuel crisis surfaced last week when 
motorists began queuing up and petrol dealers imposed a 
ration of three gallons per car. Government officials 
declined to comment on the development, but the oil 
companies predicted that the ration would last for up to 
12 weeks if alternative measures were not adopted. 


Speaking at a press conference on Monday, the managing 
director of the Sierra Leone National Petroleum Com- 
pany, Donald Smythe MacAulay, said more fuel was 
expected bv the end of February “to forestall a sho R 
avoid lo. g queues and keep everybody on the ws 
Sierra Leone imports its oil mainly from Nigeria and 
Iran at the cost of about three million dollars monthly. 
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